
Lower School – Pastoral 

About Lower School

The happiness and well being of each student is at the centre of all we do in Lower School. When our  
new Year 7 students join us, we work to make sure that they feel happy, secure and confident in their  
new environment, so that they settle quickly, form friendships, learn successfully and develop their  
individual talents. 

Getting to know each student before she joins us is really important to us. During the summer term, the  
Lower School tutor team visit the students in their primary schools and we invite them to an activity day,  
where they meet their tutor and form group. This helps to create a smooth and successful transition into  
the Lower School.

In Year 7 the students enjoy a residential trip to Kilve Court in Somerset to enable them to get to know  
each other better and to challenge themselves as individuals. There is also an activity based personal 
challenge day in Year 8 to encourage self-reliance and responsibility.

How does the form system work?

The Year 7 and Year 8 form rooms and the Head of 
Section’s office are all located close together in the 
Jean Duffield building, which helps to create a sense  
of community in Lower School. Students are arranged 
into four tutor groups of about 24 students and they 
stay in the same group for two years. The students are 
taught in their tutor groups for most of their subjects  
in Lower School. Each tutor group has a Form Tutor  
and a Support Tutor overseen by the Head of Section. 
Form Tutors and Support Tutors are concerned not  
only with the academic progress of each students, but 
with her overall wellbeing. In regular, one to one 
meetings with their tutors, students are encouraged to 
discuss their successes both in and beyond the 
classroom, as well as any concerns they might have. 
Form Tutors come to know each student in their care 
very well and together with the Head of Lower School, 
maintain close links with parents.

What do students say?

“Kilve really made me confident around different  
people and I achieved many things that I never  
dreamed I would do.” 

“Kilve was fantastic – friendship building, fun  
and challenging.”

“Kilve was an incredible experience: I faced my fear  
of heights, made new friends, laughed and cried and 
generally had a fantastic time!”

Meet the team

Kay Taylor, Head of Lower 
School: I am responsible for  
the students in Years 7 and 8. 
With an office in the Lower 

School area, I like to be a visible and 
approachable figure. Students are welcome 
to knock on my door and speak to me at  
any time. I am a graduate of french and 
drama and teach French in the Modern 
Languages Department. 

Denise Jackson, Deputy Head 
of Lower School: I teach 
physics and am a Support  
Tutor in Lower School.  

I support Mrs Taylor, the tutors and  
all the students in Year 7 and 8.


